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The appts has multiple linear sensors (10,20,30) each having row 
. (12, 22,32) of sensor elements arranged at an interval of 7 lines, 
respectively. The linear sensors read the picture information in the 
sub-scanning direction perpendicular to the sensor element row. 

The linear sensors are controlled such that their respective sensor 
element row read the picture information at an interval of 3 lines, for 
making each sensor element row to -read information on differing lines. 
The output scanning signal (OUT1 , OUT2 , OUT3 ) from' each sensor is 
synchronized in the synchronization circuit (40) from which the 
synchronized data (OUT1 1 , OUT2 ' , OUT3 ' ) are produced. 

ADVANTAGE - Enables scanning of picture data with multiple lines ' at 
one step. Shortens reading time of image data. Accelerates scanning 
speed. 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To read picture information of plural lines 
step by scanning linear sensors in the subscanning direction so that 
sensor arrays read picture information of different lines. 

SOLUTION: First, second, and third linear sensors 10, 20,' and 30 are 
provided, and intervals of sensor arrays 12, 22, and 32 are set to 7 lines, 
and they are stepped in the subscanning direction at intervals of 3 lines, 
and output signals OUT1, OUT2, and OUT3 of linear sensors 10, 20, and 30 
are subjected to synchronizing processing by a synchronizing circuit 40 and 
are outputted as output signals OUT1 1 , OUT2 1 , and OUT3 1 . 
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